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feelings were greatly stirred both in Ireland and England ; and a
message from Mr. Gladstone " remember Mitchelstown " became one
of the slogans of the hour.
Early in 1887 an effort was made to reunite the Liberal party, and
five members of the late Liberal Cabinet, including two Liberal
Unionists, Chamberlain and Sir George Trevelyan, met at what
was called the " Round Table Conference " at Sir William Harcourt's
house, to consider the possibility of reconciling their views on the
Irish question. For a time all seemed to go well and hopes ran high.
The other four had gained the impression that Chamberlain was
" most conciliatory." But towards the end of February, he shattered
their hopes by writing an article in a Nonconformist journal, the
Baptist, in which, while strongly advocating the disestablishment of the
Church in Wales, he went out of his way to denounce the Irish people
as disloyal, and the Irish members as in the pay of the Chicago Con-
vention. This explosion caused the adjournment of the Conference
which was never resumed. It was not quite useless from the Liberal
point of view, since Sir George Trevelyan rejoined the party and many
less-known men took the same opportunity of returning to the fold,
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